
MSP and Cultural Heritage 
In Sweden. 
Today and tomorrow 



Today 

• No Marine Spatial 
Planning Act 

• No Contiguous zone 
(UNCLOS) 

• Heritage Conservation 
Act (face of change)  



Important laws 

• Environmental Code 
 

• Continental Shelf Act 



The process 

• In the territory the municipality decides 
• Outside territorial waters the government decides 
• The Geological Survey of Sweden has a coordinating role 



The Heritage Conservation Act 

• 100 year old shipwrecks are protected 
• Other sites and monuments have no age limit but 

1. must be from past ages 
2. results from use in previous times 
3. permanently abandoned 

• Toothless outside the territory 
 



Tomorrow 

• A Spatial Planning Act 
• Changes in the Heritage Conservation Act 
• Legislation on a Contiguous Zone (UNCLOS) 



Swedish Agency for Marine and Water 
Management  

• Established 2011 
• No Marine Spacial planning 

Act 
• Creating MSP:s  



The process of the MSP:s 

• Support from local, regional and national authorities 
• Agency for Marine and Water Management and the government 

decides 
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ASIS – Archaeological sites 
information system 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At The National Heritage Board we have several digital national monuments records.

We have the national database of buildings. It contains information about all the listed buildings and churches that are protected by the Heritage Conservation Act. The database is not limited to listed buildings. You can record any kind of building in the database.

And we have ASIS – the archaeological sites information system. Since I don’t know much about buildings I will concentrate on ASIS.
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Information in ASIS 

• Archaeological sites, ruins, chance finds and 
standing monuments from the Palaeolithic to the 
Industrial Age 
 

• Geographical positions - points, lines and polygons 
 

• Classification according to SNHB´s standard 
terminology, legal status and descriptions 
 

•  Images and references to other relevant 
databases 
 

• Information concerning over 1.5 million individual 
sites and monuments in 570 000 different localities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can find information about archaeological sites, ruins, chance finds and standing monuments from the Palaeolithic to the Industrial Age. What we have in the system is what we know today, ASIS is a living system (in active use) with several thousand updates every year. The information is used in physical planning as well as in research.
In the system there’s the objects. Every object has a geographical position and extension. 
There are also different kinds of attribute information about the objects:
Classification or Type of site (what it is)
Legal status (protection according to the Heritage Conservation Act)
Descriptions in full text 
Quality information/data that tells the reason why and how an object was recorded in the first place and if (and how) it has changed after recording.
It’s also possible to connect images as well as references to other relevant databases to each object in ASIS.
All of the sites and monuments in ASIS are not protected by the Cultural Monuments Act, ASIS also includes historically interesting sites which are not protected by the law.
In ASIS there’s information concerning over 1.5 million individual sites and monuments in 570 000 different localities. 





The Heritage Conservation Act again 

• It will be an age limit for protection of all sites and 
monuments. Sites and monuments from the time 
before 1850 get general protection. 

• The County Board get the possibility to protect sites 
and monuments from after 1850 with a special 
decision. 

 



A contiguous zone 

• A commission of inquiry is 
investigating the possibilities to 
introduce a contiguous zone. 

• The aim is, among other 
things, that the Heritage 
Conservation Act will apply in 
this zone. 

• The commission will be 
presented in December 2013. 
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Thank you for your attention! 

 
 

 
• peter.norman@raa.se 

 
• The National Heritage Board 

• Box 5405 

• 114 84 Stockholm 

 

• www.raa.se 
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