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 Understanding of how the content of the maritime  

     heritage could be understood, interpreted, valued and  
     with  what methods it could be managed. 
 
 How a maritime heritage practice could be integrated 
    with  the structures society has established concerning  
    general heritage practices with regards to local and 
    regional development. 

Discussions about possibilities for preservation of Maritime 
Cultural Heritage  in industrial environment could be 
intended to follow two principle directions: 
 
 



 
LATVIA 

9. Culture policy 
 
Tasks regarding MSP:  
A. To improve preservation, protection and accessibility of Latvian 
cultural heritage, especially devoting attention to the education of 
society about Role of cultural heritage in sustainable development. 
B. To develop state programme for protection, conservation and 
promotion of availability of the cultural heritage by 2011. 
C. To take responsibility for preservation of the cultural environment in 
particular areas at coast. 
Consequences  for MSP: 
> Areas for underwater cultural heritage can be designated 
and new restrictions for other marine space users are 
expected. 
> Increase of tourism activities in particular coastal 
territories are expected and traditional sea uses will be 
preserved. 

National and regional strategies with relevance for Latvian maritime space 
Authors: Ilze Kalvane, Anda Ruskule, Kristina Veidemane. 





Etc., etc. 
No word about 
prootection of cultural 
properties and UCH 



Legal and operational aspects of protection of 
UCH  

   
The UNESCO Convention on the Protection of 
Underwater Cultural Heritage was ratified by the 
Republic of Lithuania in year 2006. 
 
The Republic of Lithuania implemented the Law on 
Protection of Immovable Cultural Heritage 
(28/09/2004. Nm.IX-2452) in 1994. As last amended 
on 2008 – No X-1531). After this amended Law the 
UCH monuments are the objects of immovable 
cultural heritage. 
 



 
Convention on the Protection of Underwater Cultural 
Heritage says: 
“Underwater cultural heritage” means all traces of human 
existence having a cultural, historical or archaeological 
character which have been partially or totally under water, 
periodically or continuously, for at least 100 years such as: (etc., 
etc.)“. 
  
The Law on Protection of Immovable Cultural Heritage of 
Lithuania suggest: 
underwater immovable cultural heritage is – the archaeological 
objects, sites and the items of immovable or movable property 
recognised as significant which are totally or partially under 
water, where the only or one of the main sources of scientific 
data thereon is underwater research and findings. 
  



The Law on Protection of Immovable 
Cultural Heritage of Lithuania is posing 
the problems for protection of UCH 
sometimes because this Law says: The 
data of the Register of Cultural Property 
shall be public. (III. 8: 12). 
 
 
How so? What‘s with the publications of 
exact coordinates? 
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THE PROBLEMS 

• Hulls of ancient ships, which are lying 
in erosive beaches, will be washed up 
more often and inevitably destroyed by 
wash and human activity.  

• Wrecks in accumulative coastal and 
littoral zones are more and more 
covered with sand. Though in shallow 
waters, these wrecks are more affected 
by strong winds and swell. 
 



Wrecks covered with sand. 
How to protect these wrecks from littoral zone?  
• They  could be discover  with magnetometer  

and  subbottom profiler  only. 
• We need a programm  and funding  for 

advance research. 
• Othervise they  wrecks  can be  destroyd by  

development of offshore industrial projects. 
 
• And Spatial Planning?  Littoral zone  can be 

designated like vulnerable area  in regard to 
UCH 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Underwater remains of settlements dated to the Mesolithic and 
Neolithic periods are mainly found in the south-westerly parts of 
the Baltic Sea region, in Sweden, Denmark and Germany. Oldest 
site has been dated to between 8000-6500 BC and located at 
Gåbense, Denmark.  
 
Due to the exceptional preservation conditions in the Baltic Sea 
some  remains of   landscape and cultural landscape are,  as well 
as important aspects of coastal change and environmental 
changes throughout the period. 
 
SPLASHCOS recomendations: 
 
Monuments entering into an active economic area can be fully 
investigated or are adapted to each country the existing separate 
cultural heritage legislations. 
 



2011 – 2012 the Klaipėda University researchers, 
worked on the research project "Early Holocene 
natural and cultural landscapes research at the 
bottom of the Baltic Sea (“Yoldia”).  
 
This research was funded by a grant from the 
Research Council of Lithuania. The project was 
designed to continue and expand on studies in 
2010, which revealed the existence of relict forest 
remains from the formation of the Baltic Sea in 
Yoldia-Ancylus period  at  the seabed.  



L. Ž. Gelumbauskaitė, J. Šečkus 

Digital elevation model of south-eastern part of the Baltic Sea. 

2010-2012 

The studies were carried out in a 
relatively small underwater area of the 
Curonian Plateau peninsula’s northern 
region. 



 In 2010 -2011 seabed images in the area of  
30 sq.km.   were also received by side scan sonar  and multibeam . 

  
 
 

Carbon dated:  
8090 cal  BC (9160±60 BP),  
8948±155 cal   BC.  

 
 
 

Anno 2011   the tree stumps and prostrate logs on the seabed are   investigated.  
200 objects are identified as trees.  

 
 



Yoldia Sea shorelines in the territory of Lithuania (according to J. Šečkus, 2009, p. 22.) 





The coast was favorable place for human 
settlement.  
 
Only Late Mesolithic settlements are found in 
the Lithuanian Baltic Sea coast. In 2009-2012 
four of them were identified. 
 
Early Mesolithic settlements should be 
concentrated in the Baltic Sea’s Yoldia  
coasts, which are now in the bottom of the 
sea (in 25 to 30 m depth)  
 



Thank you for attention 
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